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President’s Message

- Swaroop Kumar Panigrahi

It is a matter of pride to pen down the message for the first e-magazine “JHULKA” the
quarterly souvenir of our parishad, which is finally seeing the light of the day. As we are -
preparing for a great 2024, POSP members remain committed to all the planned activities. My heart fills with
immense pleasure as I perceive the progress being made in various areas of POSP. At present the need to
regularise our membership by becoming Life/Annual member is most urgent and needs to be completed by end
of June, 2024 to build our strength. I am sure, very soon we will build our cultural centre at Sector-8 to propagate
our art and culture to a great extent and we will be doing better and better day by day with the support and hard
work of our esteemed members. Together we will build upon the dedication of our purukha members, celebrate
our heritage and traditions, and maintain continuity and sense of community while POSP embraces its ongoing
transformation.

I extend my warm wishes to all the office bearers and members of the POSP to continue this journey on the
road to excellence in all the activities.

Thank you very much

Gen. Secretary Message

- Prakash Chandra Padhee
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JOURNEY WITH POSP - A WALK THROUGH

- Bhagaban Pati

My journey with Pashim Odisha Snaskrutik Parishad (POSP) started during the year 1999-2000 when I was posted to
Rourkela and attended a Nuakhai vetghat celebration of POSP. Being born and brought up in a village of old Bolangir
district I have a natural carving for anything of Western Odisha. Vetrans like Dr Bhabagrahi Mohapatra, Sri Harachand
Badapanda. Sri Sanyasi Joshi, Sri Pratap Chandra Padhi, Sri Bhagirathi Panigrahi and few other members were there for all
the activates of POSP and I had a chance to work with them and we were like a family.

My work for POSP started from those days. I have been associated with this organization in various
capacities/responsibilities, now I am happy and proud to be a part of this family. Today our POSP is a transformed & lively
Organisation with new young members and leaders. It stands tall among all such organization in Rourkela. All our
responsibilities to see that this organization POSP grows, flourishes and continue the good work being done for conserving,
preaching & protecting the culture costumes & vast tradition of Western Odisha.

Longlive POSP.

POSP MEMBERSHIP REGULARISATION

A drive for regularizing all the existing POSP members is continuing. Accordingly, all members are requested to fill the member
form and deposit along with the member subscription at the POSP office located at A-108, Sector-8, Steel Township. The
membership subscription is Rs 5000/- for the life membership and Rs 1000/~ for the annual members.

To make a special drive and to encourage the existing members to become life member a onetime discount of Rs 2000/- is
given/applicable till 3oth June, 2024.

General Secretary, POSP

Take this opportunity to sign up and become a life member to avail the following benefits of POSP no matter where you live. The
major benefits of POSP(LM) are more psychological than material. It is the satisfaction of belongingness, being a part of our
community and cultural identity.

BENEFITS OF JOINING POSP
1. ID card shall be issued to all the registered members and will have full access to the upcoming POSP website.

2.  Knowing and practicing our culture/heritage in varied fields thereby developing a sense of purpose and fulfillment which
goes beyond financial gain.

The members will have voting rights in election and other POSP matters.

4.  Members will get appropriate discounts in participation fees for different celebrations like Nuakhai vetghat, Sambalpuri
Deen etc.

5.  The members will have access to the facilities at the proposed cultural center for skill development leading to professional
development in various fields of art and culture of Paschim Odisha.

Life Members are eligible for becoming office bearers of POSP.
Members or Member's relations can participate in any cultural events orgnaised by POSP.

Members will receive quarterly e-souvenir through email /WA published by POSP.

© ® W o

Members can avail appropriate discount on rate/rent in the proposed guest house/cultural centre at A-108, Sector-8, RKL
towards rent.

10. A memberhavingexcellence in different cultural fields related to Paschim odisha may be nominated for awards as and when
Executive Council decide.

11. Members will have opportunities for skill development leading to professional developments, networking, building
relationship, maintaining healthy work life balance etc.




WESTERN ODISHA - AN OVERVIEW

- Er. Ajit Mohan Pujari

Western Odisha comprises of ten districts, namely
Sambalpur Sundargarh, Kalahandi, Nuapada, Balangir,
Sonepur, Bargad, Debgad, Jharsuguda, Boudh and the
Athmallik division of Angul district. It's speciality lies in
the socio cultural components involving many unique
traits.

The area is rich in minerals like iron ore in Tensa & Barsuan
in Sundargarh district, Bauxite in Niyamgiri & Karlapat in
Kalahandi district, Gandhamardhan in Bargad district,
Khariar in Nuapada district, coal in Himgiri in Sundargarh
district & Rampur in Jharsuguda district. Dolomite is
available in Dubulabera & Kangorama in Sambalpur
district and Lephripada in Sundargarh district. Graphite is
available in Patnagarh & Titilagad in Balangir district.
Managanese ore is available in Nuapada & Balangir
districts. Fireclay is available in Belpahad of Jharsuguda
district, Gandawara in Sambalpur district and a few places
in Sundargad district also. Precious stones deposits have
been found in Balangir and Kalahandi districts.There was a
time when Western Odisha was abundant with gems &
jungle. Hence the region is also described in literature as
"Ratnagarbha Maharanya"

In the epic Ramayana Western Odisha is described as a
part of Dandakaranya. The region was part of Dakshina
Koshalain ancient times.Now it is termed as Koshala which
has a rich socio historical background reflecting fusion of
various cultures, customs and historical processes. The
region's cultural patchwork is the result of emergence and
fall of numerous dynasties. Western Odisha's historical
significance stems from its closeness to the Mahabharata.
Accordingtolegend, the Pandavas permanently altered the
cultural landscape of the area throughout a large portion of
their banishment.In fact Western Odisha has been
influenced by several kingdoms over the ages including the
Mauryas, Guptas, Gajapatis, Marathas and British. Each
governing authority left it's footprint on the socio cultural
fabric of the area This has led to the blending of different
customs and traditions.

After independence of India, Odisha became an Indian
state. Most of the present districts of Western Odisha were
merged with Odisha in January,1948 and became part of
Odisha state.

In Western Odisha, the tribal community makes upto
fourty percent of entire population. Among them there
prevails an emotional connection to religious ceremonies
and acts. This, both directly and indirectly steers the
sociocultural advancement of the entire area. Sambalpur is
considered to be the gateway to Western Odisha and also
the cultural capital of Western Odisha. In fact many
festivals are observed with all vibrance.

"Nuankhai" is the most significant harvest festival of the
area, observed to welcome the arrival of the new rice of the
season. It is observed on the "Panchamitithi"of the lunar
fortnight of the month "Vadraba"(Aug -Sep)the day after
the "Ganesh Chaturthi" festival. People offer the first grain
of the new harvest to the deities, seeking blessings for a
prosperous year ahead. The festival is marked by elaborate
rituals,feasting & cultural performances.

"Sitalshasthi"is a traditional festival, celebrated to honour
the divine marriage of Lord Shiva & Godess Parvati. It
involves colourful processsions, music, dance & the
enactment of various mythological episodes related to the
wedding of Lord Shiva.

"Chhatar Jatra" is an unique festival celebrated in
Kalahandi district. It involves warship of Goddess
Manikeshawri. Devotees carry decorated umbrellas(
Chhatars)as a symbol of respect and devotion.

"Dhanujatra"is a week long festival celebrated in the town
of Bargad depicting the mythological episode of Lord
Krishna's visit to Mathura to slay the tyrant king Kansha.
The entire town is transformed into a stage with elaborate
sets depicting various scenes from "Krishna leela"( Life
story of Lord Krishna).

During "Rath Jatra", the chariot festival, the idols of Lord
Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra are placed
in grand chariots and pulled through the streets by the
devotees.

"Bhaijiuntia" is an unique festival observed by women. On
this day, the sisters fast for the well being and long life of
their brothers, praying for their prosperity and happiness.
It strengthens the bond between siblings and is marked by
rituals & feasting.

"Puspuni”, is primarily celebrated by the "Kondh" tribal
community of Western Odisha. It signifies the end of
harvesting season and involves rituals, folk songs &
traditional dances. The festival indicates the nature's
bounty and is accompanied by community feasting.

These festivals, not only reflect the religious and cultural
ethos of Western Odisha, but also serve as a platform of
social cohesion and communal harmony, bringing people
from diverse backgrounds together in joyous celebrations.

The geographical area of Western Odisha has been
recognized by the Govt of Odisha as the area under Western
Odisha Development Council.
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« Awarded as the best organisation of Rourkela by ADM, Rourkela on the occasion of Utkal Divas.

« Openingof office at A/108, Sector-08 and making the boundary wall with gate by our own fund.
- y,

Activities of POSP 2023/24
« Pushpuni Bheghat - Picnic at Forest Park, Near Mandira Dam, Kansbahal on 29.01.2023.

« Veer Surendra Sai Jayanti - Malyarpana at VSS Market and celebration at Madhusudan Pathagar,
Chhend Colony.

« Sambalpuri Din Celebration - Roadshow from Uditnagar field to fitness park on 3o0th July and
cultural program at Rourkela Club on 01.08.2023.

« Swabhaba Kabi Gangadhar Meher jayanti - Malyarpana at Sector-14 and celebration at Municipal
Collage

» Tree Plantation at Sector-04, Rourkela

+ Nuakhai Bhet Ghat and cultural program at Civic Centre in a grand way.
+ Drugde-addiction program in various School & Colleges.

« Blood donation camp at IGH.

« Imparting Yoga training at Juvenile Jail and different School & colleges.

( )

Upcoming Events of POSP

« Sambalpuri Din - 01.08.2024
« Gangadhar Meher Jayanti - 19.08.2024

« Nuakhai Bhetghat - 15/22.09.2024
(to be declared)

Upcoming Parba Parbani

« Sudasha Brata - 18.04.2024 « Ratha Yatra - 07.07.2024
 Akhi Trutiya - 10.05.2024 « Bahuda Yatra - 15.07.2024
« Bhima Bhoi Jayanti - 23.05.2024 « Swadhinata Divas - 15.08.2024
« Sabitri Brata - 06.06.2024 + Sudasa Brata - 15.08.2024
« Sital Sasthi - 11.06.2024 « Gambha Puni - 19.08.2024

« Raja Sanktanti - 15.06.2024 « Janmastami - 26.08.2024
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