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Preesident’'s Message
SRI SWAROOP KUMAR PANIGRAHI

Pana Sankranti absar thi Samastanku Juhar au Suvechha.

The 4th edition of our parishad's e-magazine "JULKA" is being released on the occasion of Pana
Sankranti during holding of Annual General Meeting of our Parishad. Kudos to the Magazine team for
bringing out each edition in time and also with continuous improvementin it.

Pana Sankranti, also known as Maha Bishuba Sankranti, the Odia New Year, is celebrated to mark
the beginning of the new year according to the traditional Odia calendar, signifying a time of renewal
and prosperity, and is also believed to be the birthday of Hanuman. Accordingly, tradition of holding the
Annual General Body Meeting of our Parishad was started from the last year and shall continue to hold
the samein future.

All the activities (both cultural & welfare) of our parishad are continuing with the support of our
active members. To strengthen our parishad, we need to give a thrust for the membership drive and
fund generation. So, while propagating our art & culture, let's also put an extra effort for increasing our
membership strength as well as generating enough fund for the cause of the parishad.

Thank you very much
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#*""" 31.01.2025 : v Jagdish Pati, F/o Sri Sudhanshu Pati

*»

¥ [
.‘ @ 05.03.2025 : ¥ Golapi Nayak, M/o Sri Satyabrata Nayak

z 14.03.2025 : ¥ Uma Chhanda, M/o Sri Angaroj Chhanda
i 03.04.2025 : v Kalyani Purohit, M/o Sri Debesh Purohit

Uplcoming|Events

s X174 Santha Kabi Bhima Bhoi Jayanti (Qg @8 @161 6QIQ @:81)
(O RIERAVAE Sambalpuri Din (Qamgel &8)

JIUNZWA VA Akhaya Trutiya (299 E11)
AN EWAYAREE  Sabitri Amabasya  (QI@Q12A11QYI)
(S HIWI I PVEREE  Sheetal Shasthi (Shom N1
VENIWAVAIEN Sydasa Brata (gl e6)

S ERVAZAEEN  Raja Sankranti (0@ RIB)
A\ CVAVPARN Ratha Yatra (e gIel)
05.07.2025 = BN oY o (QIgel aIel)

LRI WA V23 Celebration of Pushpuni Bhetghatat POSP Office, Sector- 8

/AN WAVASEEE Veer Surendra Sai Jayanti - Garlanding on Veer Surendra Sai
Statue at VSS Market

OKISWAIVAREE Celebration of Veer Surendra Sai Jayanti at Madhusudan
Pathagar Chhend in association with Madhusudan Pathagar

A WA P25 Celebration ofIndependence Day at POSP Office, Sector- 8

IR/ S Celebration of Gundikhai in association with Maa
Samleswari Youth Association at POSP Office, Sector- 8



PANA SANKRANTI WITH PARTICULAR
REFERENCE TO WESTERN ODISHA

AJIT MOHAN PUJARI
Chhend, Rourkela

INTRODUCTION

Pana Sankranti, also known as Maha Bishuba Sankranti, marks the Odia Solar New Year and is celebrated with
immense cultural fervor across Odisha. Falling on April 14th or 15th, it heralds the onset of the summer solstice and the
agricultural season. While the festival is observed statewide, its celebration in Western Odisha (comprising districts like
Sambalpur, Bargarh, Bolangir, and Kalahandi etc) is distinct, reflecting the region's unique socio-cultural ethos, tribal
influences and agrarian traditions. This write-up explores Pana Sankranti's significance, rituals, and regional variations with a
special focus on Western Odisha.

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Pana Sankranti derives its name from ‘Pana’, a traditional sweet drink made from jaggery, water, yogurt, and fruits.
Rooted in ancient solar worship, the festival symbolizes renewal, fertility, and gratitude to nature. In Western Odisha, the
celebration is deeply intertwined with agrarian life, as farmers prepare for the kharif crop cycle. The region's tribal
communities, such as the Kondh, Gond, and Sabar blend indigenous traditions with Hindu customs, creating a syncretic
cultural expression.

Historically, Western Odisha's festivals have been shaped by its geography-a semi-arid landscape where water
scarcity makes monsoon predictions critical. Pana Sankranti's rituals, such as hanging earthen pots (Basundhara Theki) with
holes to drip water, symbolize prayers for timely rains. This practice, while common in Odisha, holds amplified significance in
Western Odisha, where agriculture relies heavily on monsoon patterns.

RITUALS AND REGIONAL PRACTICES
The rituals of Pana Sankranti in Western Odisha blend spirituality,community bonding, and agricultural symbolism:

PANA PREPARATION

The ‘Pana’ drink is central to the festival. In Western Odisha, families often add the local ingredients like ‘bel’ (wood
apple) pulp or ‘chhatua’ (roasted gram flour) to the drink, enhancing its nutritional value. The sharing of Pana among
neighbours embodies communal harmony.

BASUNDHARA THEKIRITUAL

A clay pot filled with water and mango leaves is hung atop Tulsi plants or trees. The dripping water signifies the onset
of monsoon, crucial for the region's rain-fed farming. In tribal households, this ritual is accompanied by folk songs invoking
rain Gods.

DANDA NACHA AND FOLK PERFORMANCES

Western Odisha is renowned for ‘Danda Nacha’, a 21 Day ritual dance performed by devotees to honour Shiva and
Shakti. During Pana Sankranti, this dance culminates in vibrant processions. Communities also perform ‘Karma Naach’, a
tribal dance celebrating the Karam tree, symbolizing fertility.

OFFERINGS AND FEAST
Families prepare delicacies like ‘Manda Pitha’ (rice dumplings), ‘Kakara’ (sweet fried cakes), and ‘Chakuli Pitha’ (rice
pancakes). In tribal areas, dishes made from millets and forest produce highlight the region's culinary diversity.

CHARAKPUJA
Some villages organize ‘Charak Puja’, where devotees undertake penance, swinging on hooks tied to poles. Though
controversial due to its physical rigor, this practice underscores the region's spiritual austerity.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC DIMENSION
Pana Sankranti reinforces community ties and stimulates local economies in Western Odisha:

AGRICULTURAL MARKET
Farmers purchase seeds and tools, while local markets buzz with sales of earthen pots, jaggery, and ritual items.

HANDICRAFTS AND ARTISANS
Potters and weavers from districts like Sonepur and Bargarh supply traditional utensils and textiles, sustaining
cottage industries.
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TOURISM

CONCLUSION

CULTURALIDENTITY AND CULTURALETHOS

Western Odisha's celebration of Pana Sankranti underscores its cultural resilience. The festival's eco-friendly
practices-using clay pots, organic ingredients, and natural dyes-align with sustainable living. Tribal communities, in
particular,emphasize harmony with nature, offering insights into climate-resilient agriculture.

Festivals like Danda Nacha attract cultural enthusiasts, promoting regional tourism.

However, the festival faces challenges due to urbanization and migration. Younger generations, moving to cities for
work, often disconnect from traditional practices. NGOs and cultural groups in Western Odisha, such as ‘Sambalpuri Lok
Kala Parishad’, are reviving folk arts through workshops and digital campaigns.

Pana Sankranti in Western Odisha is more than a religious event; it is a vibrant tapestry of ecology, tradition, and
community spirit. As the region navigates modernity, preserving this heritage becomes crucial. By integrating traditional

wisdom with contemporary practices, Western Odisha can ensure that Pana Sankranti remains a living symbol of its cultural

and agricultural legacy.
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